Business

A pinup book ‘For the Boys’ .

B Glen Mills photographer
participates in project he
says 15 a way to say ‘thank
you' to troops.

By KATHLEEN E. CAREY
keareyifidelcolimes. com

CONCOHRD - J‘I.fl.l.'l' 4] YEirs af
success s o photographer, Robert
Wood wanted to give something back
io the troops.

S0 he participated in creating
*For the Boys,” a 156-page fullcolor,
glozsy pinup book inspired by the cre
attons of Gil Elvgren. Six of the pic
turcs in the publication are his

“We just wanted to put something
(together) to zay, “Thank you,™ Wood
snid. *You go back and vou hear all
the arguments but it's the poor puy
on the fHeld.”

That's why he also gives military
personnel who are being shipped out
a froe family sitting at his studio plus
a free 5 x Tinch picture,

From the portraits to the boak,
Wood is grateful for American sol
diera. Memories of growing up during
the Vietnam War are imbedded in his
mind.

In 1571, he attended Delawnre
County Community College with
Frank Monahan, who now lives in
Yirginia. The two still goli topether
and it was one of those trips that
Monahan pitched the idea for the
biso .

Wood was sold. "1 thought i
woild be nice to do something for the
troops,” he said.

Whood has taught at the Antonelli
Art Institate in Erdenheim, Pa., two
days a week for six vears.

He decided to enlist the help of
some of his students in the project.

Berenn Sofsky iz Serens  Star,
soon holding records, plaving check-
era of holding an npple, all with a
smile throughout the picture book.

All of the pictures were based on
work of American pinup artist Gil
Elvgren, who shot to fame when he
designed pictures to be pinned on the
back of Gls* knapsacks during World
War 1.

"It's Morman Bockwell, excopt
with an odge” Wood sald of
Elvgren's stylized works.

Wood said Monmhan secured the
rights from Brown & Bigelow Ine. for

certain  Elvgren prints and he
instructed his team of photographers
to replicate the poses

“We simuolated Gil Elvgren and
there's a little bit of our flavor, too,”
Wood sand.

The Glen Mills photographer said
the most challenging aspect was coor-
dinating all of the schedules from the
model to the set design people to the
hair and makeup people and, of
course, the photographers. It was all
dong for free, to keep the price ot cost
for the troops,

They also had cultural considiern-
tions. “We also had to be careful
becanse wo were sending it to a
Muslim country,” Wood said. “We
didn't want to offend anybody,

He was thankful for the experi
Erc,

°l pot to widen my horizons.”
m;ﬂ snid. "It was kind of a fun thing
to do.”

The kickoff for the book was in
July and they've been on zale gince.

But now, Wood is preparing for
his vizit with Santn,

Times stall / PETER A, SINNER
Glen Mills photographer Robert Wood holds a copy of ‘For the Boys.'

Ench year for the past 12, Sants
has come to his stodio st Houte 1 and
Chevney HEoad. Carols are sounding
nnd cirokies are pvailable while Wood
takes picbures m 10-minute intervals
for pro-arranged  appointments for
560 packages. He's had customers
return ench yoor.

Wood said the best part of the sea-
son is the (exibility, If the children
aren't rendy, they can wateh as others
take their picbore with Santn until
they feel comfortable. Then, he takes
bath posed and candid pictures ns
they share their hopes and dreams
with the man from the North Pole,

Wood =aid his serviee is an easy
choice for parents. "l can't under
stand why people would go to a mall
with an hour and a half backup when
they can come here,” he said,

For the Boys®™ iz apeilable af
wrntei. forihetroopeenline com for
1685, If you're buying v book for one
of the troops, it will cost 87 To sel up
an  appoinimend with Sonfn  for
Safurdey, call Robert Wood ai (4584)
Sk [405,
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